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Shri Thanedar Statement on Blue Cross Blue Shield Donations to Gretchen Whitmer 

Democratic candidate calling on all candidates to take a stand against corporate influence 
 
Today, an article published in the Detroit News highlighted an invitation to an upcoming Whitmer campaign 
fundraiser signed by executives at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. Democratic gubernatorial candidate 
Shri Thanedar issued the following statement in response to the article:  
 
“A fundraising letter signed by top executives from Blue Cross Blue Shield is just another example of Gretchen 
Whitmer continuing to line her campaign coffers with contributions from corporate special interests and the 
wealthy and well-connected. It’s further proof she’s just another career politician beholden to her career 
corporate donors. 
 
“She’s received more than $50,000 in contributions from Blue Cross Blue Shield donors over the course of her 
career, including a number of years in which she held elected office and her father worked as President & CEO 
of Blue Cross Blue Shield. Given this, how can we trust her to fight for better, more affordable healthcare for 
people instead of representing the interests of the state’s largest health insurer?  
 
“Unlike Gretchen Whitmer, I will fight for single-payer healthcare. Unlike Gretchen Whitmer, I signed a 
campaign pledge promising not to accept a single penny of corporate special interest money.  As I did in 
October, I’m calling on her and all candidates to sign my pledge and stand with me against the influence of 
dark money and corporate special interest money in our politics. Our governor should be beholden only to the 
people of Michigan, not mega corporations. 
 
“It’s clear that corporate interests are aligning to support their preferred candidates. If career politicians 
Gretchen Whitmer and Bill Schuette win their primaries, voters will have to choose between Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Dow Chemical in November.  It’s no wonder our state ranks dead last in ethics and transparency. 
Enough is enough.” 
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